SECESSION OHUECE-----SECRETAKY-BIBD.

gained a great reputation, by his astronomi-
cal researches, especially by his meteorologi-
cal observations and spectroscopic analyses
both of stars and of the sun. His three
most popular works are rilnite' des Forces
Physiques (1869), Le Soleil (The Sun;
1870), an_d Le Stelle (The Stars; 1879).

Secession Church, in Scottish ecclesiasti-
cal history, a body of Presbyterians who in
1733 withdrew from the Established Church
on account of the toleration of certain alleged
errors in doctrine, the evils of patronage,
and general laxity in discipline.   In 1747
this body divided on the question of the
lawfulness of certain oaths, especially the
burgess oath necessary to be sworn previous
to holding office or becoming a freeman in
some burghs, those maintaining the lawful-
ness of this oath being called Burghers, and
those denying it Anti-burghers; but the
two divisions reunited in 1820 under the
designation of The United Associate Synod
of the Secession Church, the chief ground
of difference (the burgess oath) having been
by that time removed.   The separate exist-
ence of the Secession Church terminated in
1847, when it became merged in the United
Presbyterian Church, a body formed by the
union of the Secession with the   Relief
Church.    See United Presbyterian Church.
Secessionist, in the United States, one
who maintains the right of a state in-
cluded under the constitution of the United
States to withdraw from the Union and set
up an independent government; specifically,
one who took part or sympathized with the
inhabitants of the Southern States in their
struggle, commencing in 1861, to break
away from union with the Northern States.
SechueiL   See Sze-chuen.
Seck'endorf,  FEIEDRIOH  HEINBICH,
COUNT VON, imperial field-marshal, born in
1673 atK6nigsberg,inFranconia; died!763.
After studying law at Jena, Leipzig, and
Leyden, he adopted the military profession,
and served against the Turks under Prince
Eugene, and in the war of the Spanish
Succession. On the death of Prince Eugene,
1736, he became commander-in-chief of the
Austrian army against the Turks, but being
unsuccessful, was recalled, tried by court-
martial, and imprisoned in the fortress of
Grate, from which he was liberated in 1740.
He then took service with the elector of
Bavaria,whohad just been elected as Charles
YH., emperor of Germany, and as com-
mander of the Bavarian forces relieved Mu-
nich and drove back the Austrians into Bo-

hemia. On the emperor's death in 1745 he
himself set negotiations on foot for establish-
ing a peace; whereupon he was re-established
by the new emperor Francis I., husband of
Maria Theresa, in all the honours he had at
an early period obtained.
Second, in the measurement of time and
of angles, the 60th part of a minute; that
is, the second division next to the hour or
degree. In old treatises seconds were dis-
tinguished as minutes secundce, from minutce
primes, minutes.
Second, in military affairs, to put into
temporary retirement, as an officer when he
accepts civil employment under the crown.
After six months of such employment he is
seconded, that is, retaining his rank he loses
his military pay. After being seconded for
ten years he must elect to return to mili-
tary duty, permanently retire, or resign his
commission.
Secondary Formations, in geology, the
Mesozoic strata, midway, in ascending order,
between the Primary or Palaeozoic below
and the Tertiary or Kainozoic above. They
range from the top of the Permian Forma-
tion to the base of the Eocene, and include,
therefore, the Trias, Lias, Oolitic, and Cre-
taceous Formations.
Second Sight (in Gaelic, taisch), a High-
land superstition, formerly very common,
which supposed certain persons endowed
with the power of seeing future or distant
events as if actually present. These visions
were believed to be not as a rule voluntary,
but were said to be rather dreaded than
otherwise by those who were subject to
them; yet it was also believed that those
who possessed this gift might sometimes in-
duce visions by the performance of certain
awful rites. The subject is treated at length
in Martin's Description of the Western
Islands of Scotland (1703); Macleod of Ha-
mir's Treatise on the Second Sight (1763);
and is discussed also in Dr. Johnson's Jour-
ney to the Hebrides (1775).
Secret, in the Eoman Catholic Church,
the prayer of the mass which follows imme-
diately after the oblation of the bread and
wine, and which is recited by the priest in
so low a voice as not to be heard by the
people.
Secretary-bird, the sole representative of
the genus Serpentarius (S. secretarius, also
called Gypogeranus serpentarius), order Ac-
cipitres or birds of prey. It derives its
popular name from the peculiar plumes of
feathers which project from the back and
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